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Question: In addition to the watermain reconstruction downtown and Downtown Reimagined, 
what other infrastructure projects need to be addressed over the next four years? 
 
Answer: 2020 and 2021 had capital acquisitions of $6.6 million and $2.6 million respectively with 
amortization of $6.66 and $6.69 million. We have not been spending enough on our 
infrastructure to cover the wear and tear of these core assets. The Town's asset management 
plan is the detailed analysis and recommendation of management to Council on these issues. We 
start there. After our core infrastructure is protected, we then look at what other projects can 
enhance the daily lives of our residents. 

 
Question: The toxic environment and lack of decorum at council meetings over the last four years 
is well-documented, and reflects the disturbingly disrespectful discord in politics at all levels right 
now. How would you, as a member of the next council, contribute to a more respectful and 
collaborative environment within council chambers and dealing with staff, to focus on making 
Grimsby a better place for residents, the business community, and visitors? 

 
Answer: We return to the committee system that allowed for brain-storming discussions in a 
more informal setting. We allow time to hear residents in Council meetings. But we also empower 
our Mayor/Chairs to remove disrupting members, residents, etc. How do you teach children good 
manners? By setting an example to start with. Everyone of us is responsible for using our "outside 
voice" and keeping the tone and words respectful. With a Councillor named "Delight" do you 
think meetings can't be positive? 

 
  



 
Question: What will you do to encourage the growth of the industrial and commercial tax base 
and control the rise in residential taxes? 
 
Answer: The amount of assessed vacant land for industrial and commercial growth is negligible 
as is the amount of vacant residential lands. The time to change that has long passed. We should 
be asking why commercial and industrial land is taxed at 1.7 and 2.6 times the same residential 
land. Reducing those factors would go a long way to making Grimsby and the Region attractive 
as a place to do business. With inflation at 7% in 2022, we all need to prepare for the inevitable 
in 2023. 

 
Question: How do you plan to address the important issues and social justice initiatives of our 
time? The housing crisis, gender equity, Indigenous Reconciliation, 2SLGBTQ+ rights and safety, 
to name just a few. 
 
Answer: We start with acceptance of our differences. We need open hearts and open minds to 
quote Barack Obama. And the realization that we must change. Giving additional points to 
candidates with diverse backgrounds when hiring as an example. Or faster processing and 
approval of proposals that deal with housing affordability. A few examples but there's simply not 
enough space to adequately answer such complex issues here. 

 
Question: Intensification is inevitable. Increased density is needed, especially along Main Street, 
to support the hospital and the GO train. How will you balance the need for intensification with 
preserving Grimsby’s strong heritage? 
 
Answer: I would propose that we set guidelines for the style, historical colours, landscaping, etc. 
of new development that would be in line with our heritage. At the same time, faster processing 
of those projects that actively deal with climate change, increased and native tree canopy, 
additional parking and our historical guidelines. Nothing appeals more than moving things along 
quickly when we're all on the same page. 

 
Question: Economic Development is an investment, not an expense. Grimsby is finally catching 
up with our neighbours by hiring an Economic Development Officer. Do you support the Economic 
Development Strategy and its implementation? Will you invest in Grimsby’s future to attract and 
retain jobs? 
 
Answer: The last study sounded so much like the 25 before that I am hard pressed to show much 
optimism yet but I will keep an open mind. Businesses come to an area looking for space, staff, 
access to transportation routes, a steady source of power, etc. Businesses come looking for 
attractive property taxes in relation to other communities. And businesses come when there are 
welcoming arms, a great attitude, less red tape and a Town with a good reputation. We have 
much to fix in many of these areas. 

 


