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Question: In addition to the watermain reconstruction downtown and Downtown Reimagined, 
what other infrastructure projects need to be addressed over the next four years? 
 
Answer: We should collaboratively establish (with merchants, council, stakeholders,) what 
should be included in the Downtown Re-Imagined Initiative to ensure that downtown becomes 
a vibrant and attractive destination. All Infrastructure from an economic perspective should help 
businesses to succeed. That should be composed of upgraded and/or new physical structures 
such as better roads, accessible electrical power, optimal parking, accessible sidewalks and 
crosswalks, dedicated foot-traffic (residential housing), downtown Wi-Fi network and year-round 
events.  

 
Question: The toxic environment and lack of decorum at council meetings over the last four years 
is well-documented, and reflects the disturbingly disrespectful discord in politics at all levels right 
now. How would you, as a member of the next council, contribute to a more respectful and 
collaborative environment within council chambers and dealing with staff, to focus on making 
Grimsby a better place for residents, the business community, and visitors? 

 
Answer: I will continue to show respect and decorum as I did for the past 4 years on council. I 
was professional in all my interactions with councillors, staff, consultants, and residents and 
in particular I recognized the importance of respecting the Chair (The Mayor) and the people we 
represent, our residents. The toxic and disruptive environment which existed throughout most 
of the last 3 years was created by a small majority who held the town and council to ransom. 

 
  



 
Question: What will you do to encourage the growth of the industrial and commercial tax base 
and control the rise in residential taxes? 
 
Answer: We need strong Chamber that can pull the various parties together including The Town, 
DIA, GEDAC, Region, Province & The Feds. Currently the % of taxes is approx 90/10 with 
residential property taxes the largest tax contributor. We should slow down residential 
development & explore areas for commercial land use & for a medical innovation hub in WLMH 
corridor, encourage more agri-industry on the escarpment & more commercial/retail/office near 
the new GO Stn. Set a goal for 80/20 tax split. 

 
Question: How do you plan to address the important issues and social justice initiatives of our 
time? The housing crisis, gender equity, Indigenous Reconciliation, 2SLGBTQ+ rights and safety, 
to name just a few. 
 
Answer: Those are All very good issues, and each one of those issues deserve more attention. 
We should encourage and work with both the Region and Queens Park to find a source of funds 
to encourage developers to include more rental, affordable and accessible housing. Grimsby 
Council can start the process by including a quota and encouraging developers to work with the 
town. 

 
Question: Intensification is inevitable. Increased density is needed, especially along Main Street, 
to support the hospital and the GO train. How will you balance the need for intensification with 
preserving Grimsby’s strong heritage? 
 
Answer: Yes, intensification is inevitable and especially now with the recent Bill-109 and A Home 
for Everyone Policy. However, there are some areas within Grimsby where we can accommodate 
this push for intensification, but older and more established residential areas and heritage 
locations should be exempt from high density and condo towers. 

 
Question: Economic Development is an investment, not an expense. Grimsby is finally catching 
up with our neighbours by hiring an Economic Development Officer. Do you support the Economic 
Development Strategy and its implementation? Will you invest in Grimsby’s future to attract and 
retain jobs? 
 
Answer: Grimsby’s economic toolbox is limited when it comes to offering monetary incentives 
such as tax breaks, business grants or special subsidies. However, we can create an attractive 
environment by encouraging affordable rental housing (for staffing), good inter-linked 
transportation, community services, amenities and safe neighbourhoods. We need capitalize on 
our unique location with the Escarpment and Lake Ontario and closeness to the USA and the 
many attractions of Niagara Region. 

 


