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Question: In addition to the watermain reconstruction downtown and Downtown Reimagined, 
what other infrastructure projects need to be addressed over the next four years? 
 
Answer: We need to make Grimsby walkable and bikeable. We can do this by improving our 
active transportation infrastructure, including working with CN to build an east-west 
walking/biking trail parallel to the tracks. Casablanca Blvd is still the same rural road with deep 
ditches that existed when I was a kid despite the thousands of new houses in the west end of 
Grimsby. The highway interchange needs to be updated to deal with increased traffic and it needs 
to be made pedestrian and bike friendly. 

 
Question: The toxic environment and lack of decorum at council meetings over the last four years 
is well-documented, and reflects the disturbingly disrespectful discord in politics at all levels right 
now. How would you, as a member of the next council, contribute to a more respectful and 
collaborative environment within council chambers and dealing with staff, to focus on making 
Grimsby a better place for residents, the business community, and visitors? 

 
Answer: I think it begins by role-modelling collaboration, proper behaviour, and respect for 
everyone. We can't expect people to agree on every issue, but must respect the opinions of 
others and more importantly, respect the individual. Over my many years of service, I have a 
history of putting community first, bringing people together and building consensus wherever 
possible. As members of Council, everything decision we make has an impact on our community 
and our behaviour needs to be exemplary. 

 
  



Question: What will you do to encourage the growth of the industrial and commercial tax base 
and control the rise in residential taxes? 
 
Answer: As the chair of planning, I helped to bring LIUNA to Grimsby, redeveloping the 
Westbrook property at Hunter and the S Service Rd into a modern training facility, as well as 
redeveloping the empty warehouse at 241 S Service Rd into a multi-use facility. The inventory 
of available land in Grimsby shows very limited land left for new industrial and commercial 
development, which means we need to look at promoting redevelopment as well as other areas 
for growth including the escarpment if possible. 

 
Question: How do you plan to address the important issues and social justice initiatives of our 
time? The housing crisis, gender equity, Indigenous Reconciliation, 2SLGBTQ+ rights and safety, 
to name just a few. 
 
Answer: These are huge issues that go far beyond municipal government and are difficult to 
address adequately in such a limited space. As a teacher in a mental health treatment program, 
these are all issues that I deal with every day at the ground level. As a municipality,the one issue 
that we can help to tackle is the housing affordability crisis, but in order to do so, we need to 
work with all levels of government. Access to safe and affordable housing is a basic human right 
that we need to defend. 

 
Question: Intensification is inevitable. Increased density is needed, especially along Main Street, 
to support the hospital and the GO train. How will you balance the need for intensification with 
preserving Grimsby’s strong heritage? 
 
Answer: While intensification is inevitable, the locations for intensification can be directed by 
Council and the heritage of Grimsby must be protected. We need to make sure that we have a 
strong official plan and zoning bylaws that direct intensification to specific areas (like Casablanca 
by the lake and downtown) and puts the protection of heritage buildings first. I will work to 
ensure that Grimsby's history as a farming community and the small-town feel is protected during 
the development process. 

 
Question: Economic Development is an investment, not an expense. Grimsby is finally catching 
up with our neighbours by hiring an Economic Development Officer. Do you support the Economic 
Development Strategy and its implementation? Will you invest in Grimsby’s future to attract and 
retain jobs? 
 
Answer: I have a strong track-record of investing in our business community. As chair of planning, 
I helped to create, promote, and implement the facade improvement program downtown as well 
as other strategies. I think we can go further by providing redevelopment incentives that 
guarantee the long-term viability of our commercial and industrial spaces. Working with the 
Region, we can create programs that attract new business and jobs to make Grimsby a place 
where people can truly live, work, and play. 

 


