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Question: In addition to the watermain reconstruction downtown and Downtown Reimagined, 
what other infrastructure projects need to be addressed over the next four years? 
 
Answer: There are two large projects underway which are the Casablanca Waterfront Park and 
the rebuild of the Peach King Center. The completion of the park at the old pump house needs 
to get underway. It is unlikely that any other large projects can proceed until these are completed 
other than routine street upgrades. Council will need to be briefed on how much of the Town's 
reserves has already been committed before deciding on an agenda for the next 4 years. 

 
Question: The toxic environment and lack of decorum at council meetings over the last four years 
is well-documented, and reflects the disturbingly disrespectful discord in politics at all levels right 
now. How would you, as a member of the next council, contribute to a more respectful and 
collaborative environment within council chambers and dealing with staff, to focus on making 
Grimsby a better place for residents, the business community, and visitors? 

 
Answer: The new Council must understand that their tone has consequences on the Town's 
ability to operate effectively. It has a big impact on employee retention. It is difficult to hold 
elected officials accountable once elected. One reason I am running for council is that my 
background and personality will bring a calming and experienced influence to Council. 
Reintroduction of Committee structure would make it easier for Councillors to debate issues in a 
less formal setting. 

 
  



 
Question: What will you do to encourage the growth of the industrial and commercial tax base 
and control the rise in residential taxes? 
 
Answer: The share of the tax load paid by Industrial and Commercial has remained steady at 15% 
since 2014. Attracting industrial and commercial is essentially a marketing and sales function. 
Business owners must be sold on benefits of locating to our town and a lot of information needs 
to compiled in a manner in which search engines can find it. There is a big IT component as 
information is critical. We need to ensure that these tools are built and data is up to-date. 

 
Question: How do you plan to address the important issues and social justice initiatives of our 
time? The housing crisis, gender equity, Indigenous Reconciliation, 2SLGBTQ+ rights and safety, 
to name just a few. 
 
Answer: I would suggest that all policy decisions of Council be assessed and bench-marked to 
ensure all social issues are addressed and gaps identified. In other words, introduction of a formal 
process where exceptions are tracked so that actions can be taken to address gaps. A lower tier 
municipality, like our town, lacks an adequate tax base to support affordable housing. I would 
suggest that a Citizens Committee be set up to look at this issue. 

 
Question: Intensification is inevitable. Increased density is needed, especially along Main Street, 
to support the hospital and the GO train. How will you balance the need for intensification with 
preserving Grimsby’s strong heritage? 
 
Answer: The Town has identified the Go Station area for intensification and the Grimsby-on-the-
Lake area as the significant growth areas. We can expect that the Hospital area will now come 
under redevelopment pressure as it is an ideal location for mix-use developments. The Town 
needs a strong Secondary Plan for this area to protect older buildings with strong heritage values. 
The Official Plan needs to use stronger words such as "will not be permitted." 

 
Question: Economic Development is an investment, not an expense. Grimsby is finally catching 
up with our neighbours by hiring an Economic Development Officer. Do you support the Economic 
Development Strategy and its implementation? Will you invest in Grimsby’s future to attract and 
retain jobs? 
 
Answer: I fully support the hiring of an Economic Development Officer as companies need to be 
sold on the benefits of locating here. Once they make the decision to come they need assistance 
in moving through the approval process. Many will not realize that they may require approvals 
from two levels of government and a number of other regulatory bodies to set up shop here. It 
is not an easy process and can be costly. I plan to invest a lot of my personal time in promoting 
the Town if elected. 

 


