
 
 

2022 MUNICIPAL ELECTION ALL-CANDIDATES FORUM 
 

WARD COUNCILLOR RESPONSES 
LEN STACK – WARD 4 

 

Question: In addition to the watermain reconstruction downtown and Downtown Reimagined, 
what other infrastructure projects need to be addressed over the next four years? 
 
Answer: Infrastructure is an ongoing responsibility for all municipalities. Grimsby is experiencing 
a surge in population growth.We need to be very cognizant of the immediate and longterm 
infrastructure projects that will be required to keep our town operating efficiently. Road 
construction is a very important segments of infrastructure which will demand ongoing 
installation and maintenance. Our sewer and water systems will require immediate attention and 
upgrading as our population continues to grow. 

 
Question: The toxic environment and lack of decorum at council meetings over the last four years 
is well-documented, and reflects the disturbingly disrespectful discord in politics at all levels right 
now. How would you, as a member of the next council, contribute to a more respectful and 
collaborative environment within council chambers and dealing with staff, to focus on making 
Grimsby a better place for residents, the business community, and visitors? 

 
Answer: As Grimsby Councillors we must acknowledge our duty and responsibility to be role 
models to our fellow citizens. I am the type of individual who firmly believes in maintaining 
mutual respect for one another when it comes to dialogue that might very well present 
differences of opinion. I was raised to conduct myself in a respectful and civil manner. Expressing 
one’s opinion in a positive, assertive fashion reflects an effective and assertive communication 
style that results in positive decisions. 

 
  



Question: What will you do to encourage the growth of the industrial and commercial tax base 
and control the rise in residential taxes? 
 
Answer: Grimsby is in a favourable position for the encouragement of both industrial and 
commercial development. It is a growing town and becoming a place of destination for people 
from in and around the Niagara area. As new businesses and developments occur Grimsby stands 
to gain substantially by these sources of new tax revenue. This financial gain will assist Grimsby 
to review and possibly decrease residential taxes or at the very least avoid a substantial increase. 
Growth and development benefits. 

 
Question: How do you plan to address the important issues and social justice initiatives of our 
time? The housing crisis, gender equity, Indigenous Reconciliation, 2SLGBTQ+ rights and safety, 
to name just a few. 
 
Answer: I strongly support all these social justice initiatives and I believe it is our duty and 
responsibility to take an active role in promoting and supporting the agendas attached the issues 
of poverty, affordable housing, Indigenous Reconciliation, mental health, SLGBTQ, and the rights 
and safety of all members of our society. As local political leaders, we have a moral obligation to 
stand united with these initiatives and do everything in our power to create equality among all 
regardless of status. 

 
Question: Intensification is inevitable. Increased density is needed, especially along Main Street, 
to support the hospital and the GO train. How will you balance the need for intensification with 
preserving Grimsby’s strong heritage? 
 
Answer: Grimsby is steeped in heritage that reminds us of our past history. We must always 
protect and honour that heritage. We must learn to accept that things change with time and that 
heritage and newer development can stand side by side and exist in harmony. We must always 
respect our past but in doing so we must also embrace our future. Grimsby wasn’t like it is now 
a hundred years ago and it won’t stay the same 100 years from now. Let's honour our heritage 
and embrace progress and new development. 

 
Question: Economic Development is an investment, not an expense. Grimsby is finally catching 
up with our neighbours by hiring an Economic Development Officer. Do you support the Economic 
Development Strategy and its implementation? Will you invest in Grimsby’s future to attract and 
retain jobs? 
 
Answer: Hiring an Economic Development Officer is definitely a step in the right direction. In 
regards to the Economic Development Strategy and it's implementation, I reserve comment until 
I have had more time to review it. I trust the EDO has done a good job. I firmly agree with any 
incentives that will support and promote the creation and retention of jobs. Future major 
development projects will definitely create jobs and bring prosperity to Grimsby at a time when 
it will be greatly needed. Thank you. 

 


